Hello All,

I wanted to give you all a quick update on our General/Annual Conference 2016. There was not a great deal to vote on because not much was decided at General Conference in Portland, Or. In May of 2016. 

General Conference 2016:
The continued debate on the Human Sexuality LGBTQ issue, dealing with homosexuality of clergy and laity in the United Methodist Church took up a great deal of time at General Conference. It was decided by the Council of Bishops, after a proposed resolution, to establish a commission to study this and the “changing structure” of the UMC as it moves to resolve this divisive issue. The Council of Bishops has until 2020, the next General Conference to act on the resolution. They could come back before the next General Conference in a called special election. 

Term Limits of Bishops was a consideration. In The United States, Bishops elected in the UMC are bishops for life. In other nations term limits have already been in practice. The legislation that dealt with term limits of Bishops did pass.

New provisional conferences for Rwanda and a provisional central conference for Southeast Asia and Mongolia.
Some of the problems encountered at General Conference had to do with the enormous task of providing adequate translators and translations for the delegates attending the conference. This task will only increase as the number of countries continue to be added to The United Methodist Church. By 2020, the number of international delegates will outnumber US delegates. It will become increasingly important to have available trained personnel in church jargon and understanding of polity in The United Methodist Church to make this problem manageable.

If you are interested in learning more about the happenings of General Conference, please visit www.umc.org and look at Saying goodbye to Portland 2016.

Annual Conference 2016: Solmos llamados   We are called. The Theme for this year’s Annual Conference.
Bishop Robert Schnase from The Missouri Annual Conference presided over the conference and spoke the first evening inviting us to “Rekindle the Gift” within each of us. Bishop Janice Huie spoke at the Commissioning Service for Deacon and Elder. Bishop Lowry and 
District Superintendent Eradio Martinez were not present due to the deaths of their fathers just prior to Annual Conference.
Two names will be lifted up by The Rio Texas Annual Conference for nomination of Bishop at the South Central Jurisdictional Conference.  As of September 1, 2016 The Rio Texas Conference will have one presiding bishop. See www.RioTexas.org and look under events SCJ 2016 for more information

The issue of sexual misconduct by a clergy person, namely Jim Dorff, was again brought up, but for the purpose of informing all present of new policies and procedures that will be coming in the near future as the Rio Texas Conference has no such policies in place. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Also to bring light to other issues of sexual misconduct that were known. All of this was brought up to help clergy and laity understand that there are issues of sexual misconduct and that policies will be forth coming to help clergy and laity understand this issue better.

